
The Trial for Murder of Charles Dickens: A
Comprehensive Analysis of the Evidence
Charles Dickens, one of the most beloved and celebrated authors of the
Victorian era, met an untimely demise in 1870 at the age of 58. While the
initial reports attributed his death to a stroke, recent evidence has emerged
suggesting that Dickens may have been the victim of murder. This article
will delve into the details of the trial that followed Dickens' death, examining
the evidence presented by both the prosecution and defense, and exploring
the possible motives behind the alleged murder.
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The Prosecution's Case

The prosecution argued that Dickens was murdered by his close friend and
business associate, John Forster. They presented several pieces of
evidence to support their claim:

Eyewitness testimony: Several witnesses claimed to have seen
Forster arguing with Dickens in the days leading up to his death. One
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witness, a young woman named Mary Boyle, testified that she saw Forster
strike Dickens in the head with a heavy object.

Financial motives: Dickens had recently invested a significant sum of
money in Forster's publishing company. The prosecution alleged that
Forster may have killed Dickens to gain control of his assets and avoid
repaying his debts.

Forensic evidence: An autopsy conducted on Dickens' body revealed
he had suffered a severe blow to the head, consistent with the testimony of
Mary Boyle. The prosecution argued that this injury was the cause of
Dickens' death.

The Defense's Case

Forster's defense team vigorously denied the accusations against their
client. They presented a number of counterarguments to the prosecution's
case:

Eyewitness credibility: The defense cast doubt on the reliability of the
eyewitness testimony, arguing that the witnesses were either mistaken or
had been coerced by the prosecution.

Lack of motive: The defense argued that Forster had no financial
motive to kill Dickens, as he was already a wealthy man. They also
presented evidence of Forster's close friendship with Dickens, suggesting
that he would not have harmed him.

Medical evidence: The defense's medical experts testified that Dickens'
death was caused by a natural stroke, not a blow to the head. They argued
that the autopsy findings were inconclusive and could not be used to
support the prosecution's theory.



The Verdict

After a lengthy trial, the jury deliberated for several days before reaching a
verdict: Not guilty. The jury declined to comment on the reasons for their
decision, leaving the mystery of Dickens' death unsolved.

Motives for Murder

Despite the jury's verdict, many historians and literary critics have
continued to speculate about the possible motives behind the alleged
murder of Charles Dickens. Some theories include:

Financial gain: Forster may have killed Dickens to gain control of his
assets and avoid repaying his debts.

Jealousy: Dickens was a renowned author and celebrity, while Forster
was overshadowed by his friend's fame and popularity.

Revenge: Forster may have harbored resentment towards Dickens for
personal or professional reasons.

The trial for the murder of Charles Dickens remains one of the most
fascinating and controversial cases in literary history. While the jury's
verdict of not guilty exonerated Forster, the evidence presented during the
trial continues to raise questions about the circumstances of Dickens'
death. Whether or not Dickens was the victim of murder remains a mystery
that has captivated the imagination of readers and historians for
generations.
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