
The Lewis Hobby Series: A Comprehensive
History and Crafting Guide
The Lewis Hobby Series, a collection of finely detailed wooden ship
models, has captured the hearts of modelers and enthusiasts worldwide.
From their intricate designs to their impeccable construction, these models
are a testament to the artistry and craftsmanship of their creators. In this
article, we delve into the rich history and explore the meticulous process
involved in crafting these exceptional ship models.

The Lewis Hobby Series was born from the passion and dedication of
Kenneth Lewis, a naval architect and ship modeler. In the 1960s, Lewis
began selling ship model kits to supplement his income. These kits were
highly regarded for their accuracy, detail, and affordability. As demand
grew, Lewis expanded his operation, establishing the Lewis Hobby Shop in
1970.

Over the decades, the Lewis Hobby Series has grown to include a wide
range of ships, from classic sailboats to modern naval vessels. The models
are meticulously designed using blueprints and historical references,
ensuring an authentic and true-to-life representation of each ship. Today,
the Lewis Hobby Series is recognized as one of the leading producers of
wooden ship models in the world.
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Crafting a Lewis Hobby Series ship model is an art form, requiring
specialized skills and unwavering patience. The process starts with
selecting high-quality wood, typically mahogany or basswood. Each piece
of wood is carefully cut and shaped using a variety of tools, including saws,
drills, and sanding machines.

The hull, the heart of the model, is constructed using a series of
overlapping planks, creating a sturdy and realistic appearance. The frames,
or ribs, provide structural support and add depth to the hull. Once the hull is
complete, it is sanded to a smooth finish before receiving a coat of primer
and paint.

The deck is equally intricate, featuring individual planks that are carefully
laid and fastened. The masts, spars, and rigging are made from a
combination of wood, metal, and string, adding intricate details and realism.

The fittings and accessories, such as anchors, lifeboats, and cannons, are
painstakingly crafted to match historical records. Each piece is carefully
positioned to create a balanced and authentic representation of the ship.
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The Lewis Hobby Series models are not only known for their accuracy but
also for their exceptional craftsmanship. The models feature a variety of
techniques and materials to achieve their realistic appearance.

Planking: The hull and deck are constructed using overlapping planks,
creating a layered and realistic look.

Carving: Intricate details, such as figureheads and carvings, are
meticulously carved by hand.

Veneering: Thin layers of exotic wood are applied to create unique
textures and patterns.

Brass: Brass fittings, such as cannons and anchors, add weight and
authenticity to the models.

Copper: Copper sheathing, a traditional method of protecting ship
hulls from marine growth, is used on some models.

The Lewis Hobby Series is a true testament to the art of ship modeling.
These meticulously crafted wooden models are not only beautiful objects
but also intricate educational tools. Whether you are a seasoned modeler
or a curious enthusiast, the Lewis Hobby Series offers an unparalleled
opportunity to explore the history and beauty of ships.

From the initial design to the final touches, each Lewis Hobby Series model
is a labor of love and dedication. These models stand as a testament to the
passion and skill of their creators and are sure to be cherished by
generations to come.
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Hair Care Essentials for Crochet Braids: A
Protective Styling Guide
Crochet braids are a versatile and beautiful protective style that can help
you achieve a variety of looks. However, it's important to take care of
your hair while wearing...

Native Nations of North America: A
Comprehensive Guide
North America is home to a vast and diverse array of Native American
nations, each with its own unique history, culture, and worldview. From
the Arctic...
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