
Shortlisted for the Arthur C. Clarke Award
2024: A Journey into the Extraordinary
The Arthur C. Clarke Award is a prestigious literary award that recognizes
the best science fiction novels published in the United Kingdom each year.
Since its inception in 1987, the award has celebrated groundbreaking
works that explore the boundaries of human knowledge, imagination, and
the future of our world.
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The 2024 shortlist, announced on March 15th, 2023, showcases a diverse
and captivating array of science fiction novels, each offering a unique lens
on the human condition, the power of technology, and the mysteries of the
cosmos.

1. "The Unseen" by Patrick Ness
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Patrick Ness's "The Unseen" transports us to a world ravaged by an
unseen force that has extinguished all electronics and plunged humanity
into chaos and darkness. In the wake of this enigmatic event, a group of
survivors embark on a perilous journey to uncover the truth behind the
unseen threat and find a way to save their shattered world.
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The novel explores themes of human resilience, the power of hope in the
face of adversity, and the lengths to which people will go to protect the
ones they love. Through its haunting imagery and gripping narrative, "The
Unseen" offers a chilling reflection on the fragility of our technological
society and the indomitable spirit of the human soul.

2. "The Book of Form and Emptiness" by Ruth Ozeki
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Ruth Ozeki's "The Book of Form and Emptiness" is an imaginative and
poignant tale that blends elements of science fiction, magical realism, and
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autobiography. The novel follows Benny Oh, a young boy who befriends an
inanimate object named Book, and their journey through the complexities of
loss, grief, and the search for meaning in a world that often feels empty.

Ozeki's novel explores the power of imagination and storytelling, and the
ways in which our relationships with objects can shape our lives. Through
Benny's unique relationship with Book, the novel offers a profound and
heartwarming meditation on the nature of consciousness, the
interconnectedness of all things, and the healing power of human
connection.

3. "The Kaiju Preservation Society" by John Scalzi



John Scalzi's "The Kaiju Preservation Society" is a humorous and action-
packed adventure that pits a group of misfit scientists against a threat of
epic proportions: giant monsters known as kaiju. When a routine mission to
study a dormant kaiju goes awry, the scientists find themselves on the run
with an injured kaiju hatchling in their care.
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Scalzi's novel combines elements of monster movies, science fiction, and
environmentalism, while also exploring themes of conservation,
responsibility, and the importance of finding hope in the face of
overwhelming challenges. Through its engaging characters and
exhilarating action sequences, "The Kaiju Preservation Society" offers an
entertaining and thought-provoking examination of our relationship with the
natural world.

4. "All the Murmuring Bones" by A.G. Slatter
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A.G. Slatter's "All the Murmuring Bones" is a dark and atmospheric fantasy
novel that delves into the realm of necromancy and the consequences of
manipulating the supernatural. The novel follows Miren, a young woman
who discovers her ability to speak to the dead and uses her power to solve
an ancient murder.
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Slatter's novel explores the ethics of necromancy, the power of forbidden
knowledge, and the ways in which the past can shape the present. Through
its rich world-building and haunting prose, "All the Murmuring Bones" offers
a captivating and unsettling examination of the boundaries between life and
death, and the secrets that lie beneath the surface.

5. "The City We Became" by N.K. Jemisin
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N.K. Jemisin's "The City We Became" is an ambitious and groundbreaking
novel that explores the interconnectedness of a city and its inhabitants. The
novel follows five New Yorkers who embody different aspects of the city,
and their struggle to save it from a mysterious force that threatens to
destroy it.

Jemisin's novel is a celebration of the diversity and resilience of New York
City, and a powerful allegory for the challenges facing cities and
communities around the world. Through its innovative narrative structure
and thought-provoking themes, "The City We Became" offers a visionary
and hopeful vision for the future of urban life.

The shortlisted novels for the Arthur C. Clarke Award 2024 showcase the
boundless possibilities of science fiction, offering diverse and thought-
provoking explorations of the human condition, the power of technology,
and the mysteries of the universe. From the unseen forces that threaten to
extinguish our world to the transformative power of imagination and hope,
these novels challenge our assumptions, ignite our imaginations, and leave
us with a profound sense of wonder and contemplation long after we finish
reading them.

As we eagerly await the announcement of the winner on July 19th, 2024,
the shortlisted novels for the Arthur C. Clarke Award 2024 invite us
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