
How to Effectively Teach and Assess
Academic Conversation Skills: A
Comprehensive Guide
Academic conversation skills are essential for students' success in higher
education. They allow students to participate effectively in class
discussions, collaborate with peers on projects, and present their ideas
clearly and coherently. However, teaching and assessing academic
conversation skills can be a challenge for educators.
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This guide will provide you with everything you need to know about
teaching and assessing academic conversation skills. We will cover:

The importance of academic conversation skills

Strategies for teaching academic conversation skills

Rubrics for assessing academic conversation skills
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Tips for fostering a positive learning environment

The Importance of Academic Conversation Skills

Academic conversation skills are important for several reasons. First, they
allow students to participate effectively in class discussions. When students
can engage in meaningful conversation with their peers, they are more
likely to learn from the experience. They can share their own ideas,
challenge the ideas of others, and come to a deeper understanding of the
material.

Second, academic conversation skills are essential for collaboration. In
today's workplace, employees are expected to be able to work effectively in
teams. This requires being able to communicate clearly and respectfully, to
share ideas, and to come to consensus. Academic conversation skills
provide students with the foundation they need to be successful in
collaborative environments.

Finally, academic conversation skills are important for presenting ideas
clearly and coherently. Students need to be able to present their ideas in a
way that is easy for others to understand. This requires being able to
organize their thoughts, to use clear and concise language, and to speak
with confidence. Academic conversation skills provide students with the
skills they need to be effective presenters.

Strategies for Teaching Academic Conversation Skills

There are a number of strategies that you can use to teach academic
conversation skills. Some of the most effective strategies include:



Modeling: One of the best ways to teach academic conversation skills
is to model them yourself. When you are leading class discussions, be
sure to speak clearly and respectfully. Share your own ideas,
challenge the ideas of others, and come to a consensus. By modeling
good academic conversation skills, you can show students what they
should strive for.

Role-playing: Role-playing is a great way for students to practice
academic conversation skills in a safe and supportive environment.
You can assign students different roles, such as the presenter, the
challenger, or the consensus builder. This will give them an opportunity
to practice different aspects of academic conversation.

Small group discussions: Small group discussions are another great
way for students to practice academic conversation skills. In small
groups, students can share their ideas, challenge each other's ideas,
and come to a consensus. This can help them develop their
confidence and their ability to speak in front of others.

Peer feedback: Peer feedback can be a valuable tool for helping
students improve their academic conversation skills. When students
give each other feedback, they can identify areas where they can
improve. This can help them develop their self-awareness and their
ability to reflect on their own performance.

Rubrics for Assessing Academic Conversation Skills

Once you have taught academic conversation skills, you need to be able to
assess them. This will help you to track student progress and to provide
feedback. There are a number of different rubrics that you can use to



assess academic conversation skills. Some of the most common criteria
include:

Clarity: Students should be able to speak clearly and concisely. They
should be able to organize their thoughts and to use appropriate
language.

Respect: Students should be respectful of the opinions of others. They
should be able to listen to others without interrupting and to challenge
ideas in a respectful way.

Collaboration: Students should be able to work effectively with others.
They should be able to share ideas, to come to consensus, and to
resolve conflict.

Confidence: Students should be able to speak with confidence. They
should be able to express their ideas clearly and to defend them
against challenge.

Tips for Fostering a Positive Learning Environment

In order to effectively teach and assess academic conversation skills, you
need to create a positive learning environment. This means creating a
space where students feel safe, respected, and supported. Here are a few
tips:

Set clear expectations: At the beginning of the semester, be sure to
set clear expectations for academic conversation skills. This will help
students to understand what is expected of them.

Provide regular feedback: As students develop their academic
conversation skills, be sure to provide them with regular feedback. This



will help them to track their progress and to identify areas where they
can improve.

Be patient: Learning academic conversation skills takes time. Be
patient with students as they develop their skills.

Create a safe space: Students need to feel safe in order to take risks
and to learn from their mistakes. Create a safe space where students
feel comfortable speaking up and sharing their ideas.

Be respectful: Always be respectful of students' opinions, even if you
don't agree with them. This will help to create a positive learning
environment where students feel valued and respected.

Teaching and assessing academic conversation skills is an essential part of
higher education. By following the strategies and tips outlined in this guide,
you can create a positive learning environment where students can develop
the skills they need to succeed in the classroom, in the workplace, and in
life.
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