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The Georgian era in English literature, spanning from the early years of the
20th century to the outbreak of World War I, witnessed the emergence of a
significant literary movement. Georgian Poetry 1911-1912, an influential
anthology edited by Edward Marsh, became synonymous with this
movement. This article delves into the major themes, stylistic
characteristics, and lasting impact of Georgian Poetry 1911-1912.

Background and Entstehung

The Georgian Poetry anthology series was launched in 1912 by publisher
Harold Monro. The first volume, Georgian Poetry 1911-1912, was edited by
Edward Marsh and featured the work of poets such as Rupert Brooke,
Walter de la Mare, and John Masefield. The anthology sought to showcase
the work of younger poets who were seen as representing a break from the
Victorian literary establishment.
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The Georgian poets shared a common aesthetic that emphasized
traditional forms, lyrical language, and a focus on rural and pastoral
themes. They were influenced by the Romantic poets of the 19th century,
as well as by the Pre-Raphaelites and the Aesthetic Movement. Their work
often celebrated beauty, nature, and the simple pleasures of life.

Major Themes

The poems in Georgian Poetry 1911-1912 explore a wide range of themes,
including:

Nature and the Pastoral: Many Georgian poets found inspiration in
the natural world, celebrating its beauty and tranquility. Poems such as
Rupert Brooke's "The Old Vicarage, Grantchester" and Walter de la
Mare's "The Listeners" evoke a sense of nostalgia and longing for a
simpler, more idyllic way of life.

Love and Loss: Georgian poets also explored the complexities of love
and loss. Rupert Brooke's sonnet sequence "The Love Sonnets"
celebrates the joy and pain of romantic love, while John Masefield's
"Sea Fever" expresses a longing for adventure and escape.

War and Remembrance: The outbreak of World War I in 1914 had a
profound impact on Georgian poetry. Many poets wrote poems that
reflected their experiences of war, mourning the loss of friends and
family and questioning the futility of conflict.

Stylistic Features

Georgian Poetry 1911-1912 is characterized by a number of distinctive
stylistic features:



Traditional Forms: Georgian poets often employed traditional poetic
forms, such as sonnets, ballads, and quatrains. They believed that
these forms provided a structure and discipline that helped to focus
their expression.

Lyrical Language: The language of Georgian poetry is often lyrical
and evocative, with a focus on sensory imagery and musicality. Poets
such as Walter de la Mare and William H. Davies were particularly
skilled at creating vivid and atmospheric descriptions.

Emotional Restraint: Georgian poets typically exhibited a degree of
emotional restraint in their work. They avoided extremes of emotion
and sought to express themselves with a quiet dignity.

Impact and Legacy

Georgian Poetry 1911-1912 had a significant impact on the literary
landscape of the early 20th century:

A New Generation of Poets: The anthology introduced a new
generation of poets to the public, many of whom went on to become
major figures in English literature. Rupert Brooke, Walter de la Mare,
and John Masefield are just a few of the poets who gained fame
through their inclusion in Georgian Poetry 1911-1912.

A Bridge between Tradition and Modernity: Georgian poetry acted
as a bridge between the traditional Victorian literary establishment and
the modernist movement that emerged in the years following World
War I. While Georgian poets embraced traditional forms and themes,
they also experimented with new techniques and explored
contemporary issues.



A Lasting Influence: The poems in Georgian Poetry 1911-1912
continue to be read and enjoyed by readers today. Their themes of
love, loss, and the beauty of nature resonate with readers of all ages.

Georgian Poetry 1911-1912 was a seminal anthology that introduced a new
generation of poets to the world. The poems in this collection explore
universal themes such as nature, love, loss, and war, using traditional
forms and lyrical language. Their impact on the literary landscape of the
early 20th century was profound, and their work continues to be read and
enjoyed by readers today.
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