
Come On Everybody Poems 1953-2008: A
Celebration of the Human Spirit

Richard Wilbur's Come On Everybody Poems 1953-2008 is a masterful
collection that showcases the poet's extraordinary range and vision. Wilbur,
a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet known for his wit, wisdom, and lyrical grace,
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offers a profound exploration of the human condition in this sweeping
volume.
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The poems in Come On Everybody encompass a wide range of subjects,
from the whimsical to the profound. Wilbur explores the beauty of everyday
life, the complexities of love and loss, the challenges of aging, and the
enduring power of hope. Through his keen observations and insightful
reflections, Wilbur illuminates the universal human experience with a rare
combination of humor, empathy, and philosophical depth.

Major Themes in Come On Everybody Poems

1. The Power of Observation: Wilbur possesses an extraordinary ability
to observe the world around him with a keen eye for detail. His poems
are filled with vivid descriptions and sensory imagery that bring his
subjects to life. This power of observation allows Wilbur to capture the
essence of human experience in all its richness and complexity.

2. The Importance of Connection: Wilbur's poems frequently explore
the importance of connection between individuals. He celebrates the
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joys of love, friendship, and family, while also acknowledging the
challenges and sorrows that can accompany relationships. Wilbur
believes that human beings are fundamentally social creatures, and he
urges us to embrace our connections with others.

3. The Enduring Power of Hope: Even in the face of adversity, Wilbur's
poems are infused with a sense of hope. He believes that the human
spirit is resilient and that we can overcome challenges through
perseverance and optimism. Wilbur's poems offer a beacon of light in
dark times and remind us that there is always reason to hope for a
better future.

4. The Value of Humor: Wilbur's poems are often infused with humor,
which he uses to lighten the tone of serious subjects and to offer a
fresh perspective on human foibles. Wilbur believes that laughter can
be a powerful tool for coping with life's challenges and that it can help
us to see the world in a more positive light.

5. The Importance of Form: Wilbur is a master of poetic form, and he
uses it to enhance the meaning and impact of his poems. He employs
a variety of forms, including sonnets, villanelles, and free verse, each
of which contributes to the overall effect of the poem. Wilbur's skillful
use of form demonstrates his deep understanding of the craft of poetry.

Wilbur's Poetic Style and Legacy

Wilbur's poetic style is characterized by its clarity, precision, and musicality.
He is known for his use of formal structures, such as meter and rhyme,
which he employs with both grace and ease. Wilbur's poems are also
marked by their use of vivid imagery and metaphor, which he uses to
create a rich and evocative tapestry of language.



Wilbur's legacy as a poet is secure. He is considered one of the most
important American poets of the 20th century, and his work continues to be
read and admired by generations of readers. Wilbur's poems offer a
profound exploration of the human condition, and they remind us of the
beauty, wonder, and resilience of the human spirit.

Come On Everybody Poems 1953-2008 is a remarkable collection that
celebrates the human spirit in all its complexity. Richard Wilbur's wit,
wisdom, and grace shine through in every poem, offering readers a rich
and rewarding experience. Whether you are a longtime fan of Wilbur's
poetry or are discovering his work for the first time, this collection is sure to
leave a lasting impression.
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