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Bone Music: The Burning Girl is a novel by Kim Addonizio that tells the
story of a young woman named Claire who is haunted by the death of her
sister, Frankie. Frankie was a talented musician who died in a fire, and
Claire has never been able to come to terms with her loss. Through music,
Claire finds a way to connect with Frankie's spirit and to heal her own
wounds.

Plot Summary

The novel opens with Claire as a young girl, watching Frankie play the
piano. Frankie is a natural talent, and Claire is in awe of her sister's ability
to make music. As they grow older, the sisters become close, and Frankie
becomes Claire's confidante. However, their relationship is cut short when
Frankie dies in a fire. Claire is devastated by her sister's death, and she is
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unable to move on with her life. She drops out of school, starts drinking
heavily, and becomes estranged from her family.

One day, Claire hears a song on the radio that reminds her of Frankie. The
song is called "Bone Music," and it is about a woman who is haunted by the
ghost of her dead lover. Claire is drawn to the song, and she begins to
listen to it over and over again. The song helps Claire to connect with
Frankie's spirit, and she begins to heal her own wounds. Claire starts
playing the piano again, and she finds that music is a way for her to
express her grief and to remember Frankie.

As Claire begins to heal, she also begins to rebuild her life. She goes back
to school, she gets a job, and she starts dating again. However, she never
forgets Frankie, and she always keeps her sister's music close to her heart.

Themes

Bone Music: The Burning Girl is a novel about loss, redemption, and the
power of music. Claire's journey is a testament to the healing power of art,
and the novel shows how music can help us to connect with our loved ones
who have passed away.

The novel also explores the theme of grief. Claire's grief is raw and real,
and the novel does not shy away from the pain of losing a loved one.
However, the novel also shows how grief can be transformed into
something beautiful. Through music, Claire is able to find a way to express
her grief and to remember Frankie in a positive way.

Characters



Claire is the protagonist of Bone Music: The Burning Girl. She is a complex
and flawed character, but she is also strong and resilient. Claire's journey is
one of healing and redemption, and she is an inspiration to anyone who
has ever lost a loved one.

Frankie is Claire's sister. She is a talented musician who dies in a fire.
Frankie is a symbol of hope and inspiration for Claire, and she helps Claire
to find her own voice through music.

Setting

Bone Music: The Burning Girl is set in a small town in the Pacific
Northwest. The town is a close-knit community, and the people are
supportive of each other. The town is also a place of beauty, and the
natural surroundings provide a backdrop for Claire's journey of healing.

Style

Kim Addonizio's writing is lyrical and evocative. She has a gift for capturing
the beauty of the natural world, and her descriptions of music are especially
moving. Bone Music: The Burning Girl is a novel that is both heartbreaking
and hopeful, and it is a testament to the power of art.

Bone Music: The Burning Girl is a beautiful and haunting novel about loss,
redemption, and the power of music. Claire's journey is one that will
resonate with anyone who has ever lost a loved one, and the novel is a
reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope.
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